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1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 
specification lacks the headings noted in MPEP 608.01(a). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 -22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Regarding claim 1, the phrase "preferably", 
regarding claim 1 1 , the phrase "or similar such that", and regarding claims 21 and 22, 
the phrase "e.g.", renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the 
limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 

§ 2173.05(d). In regard to claim 15, there is no antecedent basis for "the sleeve" in 
parent claim 1. The antecedent is in claim 14. In regard to claims 16, 19 and 20, the 
term "or similar" is objected to because it is an open ended range that claims an 
indefinite number of unknown alternatives. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 10-15, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Arpin 2,435,527. Arpin discloses a dispensing device for a liquid 
including a pump means 19, a suction chamber adjacent 34, a discharge chamber 
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adjacent 17, an open ended transfer chamber as claimed 20 wherein when the trigger 
23 is squeezed the pump will simultaneously push liquid out of the discharge chamber 
through 17 and suck liquid into the suction chamber through 34 and on the return stroke 
shown in figure 2 liquid is fed from the suction chamber through the transfer chamber 20 
and into the discharge chamber as claimed. In regard to claims 1 0-1 3, Arpin discloses 
first and second handle members, 33, 15, 23, with a first shank adjacent 32 and a 
second shank 23. In regard to claim 14, the pump means 19 is a piston means that 
extends into a sleeve 16 as claimed. In regard to claim 15, element 20 also functions 
as a sealing means. In regard to claim 17, it is possible to limit or adjust the dispensed 
volume by replacing 21 with different length rods. In regard to claim 20, inlet conduit 34 
is similar to a hose as claimed. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Arpin 2,435,527 in view of Zeitlin 2002/0125271 . Arpin discloses a dispensing device 
including a second non-return valve on the transfer chamber 19a and a discharge pipe 
17 (claim 16) substantially as claimed but does not disclose a first non-return valve on 
the inlet opening 34, nor a third non-return valve (claim 16). However, Zeitlin teaches 
another dispensing device with a liquid piston pump having an inlet check valve 29 and 
a third non-return valve 46 for the purpose of preventing back flow from the suction 
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chamber and dripping from the outlet. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the device of Arpin 
with an inlet check valve as, for example, taught by Zeitlin in order to prevent back flow 
from the suction chamber and dripping from the outlet. 

8. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arpin 
2,435,527. The device of Arpin is capable of dispensing other liquids as claimed if a 
user desired to place other liquids within the Arpin device. 

9. Claims 3-9, 18, 19 and 21 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Casimer Jacyna whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4889. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. Casimer Jacyna/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3754 



